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Proposal for a -
COUNCIL DIRECTIVE (EEC) 
/ 
derogating in favour of the Federal Republic of Germany from Directive · 
. . -
73/403/EEC on the synchronisation of general population cen~uses 
. _,. 
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIEs,· 
. Having r'egard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic· Community, 
and in particular Article 213 thereof, 
Having: regard to the proposal from the Commission, 
Whereas Council Directive 73/403/~EC 1 provides. that .Member States ·shall 
conduct a gene~al population census on a date between 1 March ~nd 
31 May 1981, 
Whereas serious administrative"difficulties, which could not. have b~en 
foreseen1 ai: the time when the·D_irect-ive was· adopted, have arisen which 
effectively prevent-the cen'sus ih_'the Federal Republic of Germany from 
I . 
being carrt~d out properly between the said dates~ 
~- Whereas it is proposed to hold the 'said general population census-in 
the Federal Republic of Germany between 1 March and 31 May 1982 • 
• 
• 0 
. -
·HAS ADOPTED THIS .DIRECTIVE ., 
' 
Article 1 
By way of derogation from ~rticle 1 pf Directive 73/403/EEC, the Federal 
: . 
Republic of Germany shall conduct a general· population census on a date 
' . . 
between 1 ·March and 31 May 1982. 
Article 2 
'• 
. . 
·This Directive is addressed to the Member States.· 
Done at Brussels, 
1oJ No L 347, 17.12.1973, p. 50 • 
'· 
'- ' ,. ~ . 
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For the Council 
The President 
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Reasons for the proposal 
In a letter dated 17 February 1981, the Permanent Representative of the 
Federal Republic of Germany conveyed the following request from his. 
government: 
. .. 
"Subject: Council Directive of 22 November 1973 on the synchronisation of 
general population censuses (73/403/EEC): 
Incorporation ·into national legislation 
Member States are required by the above mentioned Directive to conduct a 
general population census between 1 March and 31 May 1981 • 
In compliance with the ~equirement, the Federal Government submitted the ap-
propriate draftlaw in good time to the legislative authorities. However, due 
to differences of opinion on matters of principal between the federal 
authorities and the Laender in regard to the question of the sharing of 
·"· 
costs by the federal authorities, the law was not passed in the 8th legislative 
period of the German Bundestag. 
. .. ' ' 
Because of this development, which could not· have been foreseen at· .the time 
of adoption of the Directive, the Federal Government is unable to carr.y out ~ 
the census of population within the period specified in the Directive 73/403/EEC. 
It is now intended to put forward a new draft law for the taking of the 
population census; the 19th Ma;r 1982 is considered as the next sui table 
date for the enumeration. The Federal Government requests the agreement of 
the Commission for the proposed postponement of the population census. It 
would be pleased if the Commission would prepare a draft Directive granting 
' . 
a derogation from Article 1 of the Directive 73/403/EEC to the Federal 
' Republic of Germany as soon as possible." 
2. vl.hile the C~mmission regrets,that the Federal Republic of Germany finds it-
self unable to carr;ir out it~? population census within· the period sp('cified 
by the Directive, it proposes that the dero~tion be granted since in the 
__ , circumstances it sees no useful alternative to complying with the request 
of the Federal Gove~ent. In view of the lengthy·preparation necessar.y for 
a population census there is rio possibility at this stage that the enumeration 
could be successfuliy carried out by 31 Ma;r 1981 • It should be pointed out 
that the German census authorities, in common with those of the oth~r Member 
countries, have adapted their census,plans to the greatest extent possible 
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to fit in with the GoJJllllUllity Census of Population Programme; and that a ·;ery 
considerable degree of standardisation. between countries in the presentation 
of results will be aohiev~d.. . .· . ' . 
A derogation has already been granted to France· permitting it to. postpone 
the census for one-year in view of the conflict of the period specified in 
th~ Directive with th;.t o:t: ~he forth~oming preside~tial election (1 )._-A , 
- ·' draft Directive for the grant~ng of a derogation permitting the postponement 
of the Italian census by_ some six months, necessitated by delays in tl:.e 
I ' - ' <, 
passage of legislation relating to the financing of the census has recent~y 
been ~ublllitted. Finally, the Netherlands authorit,ies have 'indicated that 
_they will be unable. to ~onduct a census within the Directive period'and a 
derogation will be required.· In the other Membe; countries and in the 
Applicant countr_ies arrangements 
the period of the Direoti ve. ' 
are proceeding norl!lally for ~ensuses within 
. -
4. -The Commission is therefore invited to: 
- ' 
-_approve the 
-
forward the 
' 
~ 
' 
' 
' 
0 
/ 
" 
accompanying proposal for a-Directive 
proposal to the Council. 
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